ON    THE    SACRAMENT

He was the Word that spake it,
He took the bread and brake it;
And what that Word did make it,
I do believe and take it.

Though this quatrain is probably not of Donne's composition^ yet
the possibility that it may be of his authorship, added to its
masterly character-, makes me include it. Fuller, in his HOLY STATE
and Baker, in his CHRONICLE both ascribe it to Queen Elizabeth,
considering it as an impromptu reply of that monarch to her sister's
confessor, Feckenham> when he questioned her as to her belief in the
Romish doctrine of transubstantiation.
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